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Martial arts are particularly popular sports in Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan's Judo and boxing teams are supposed to hold Olympic pre-camp in Kurume this
Summer.

There is a Japanese man involved in the Kazakhstan judo national team.

In the wake of being dispatched to Bangladesh as a staff of JICA to instruct Judo, Mr.Shintaro
Chihara is currently instructing Kazakhstan national team after Myanmar and China.

Mr. Chihara is from Kumamoto prefecture and started Judo at the age of 8. He graduated from
the prestigious Kokushikan University.

After teaching in Bangladesh, Myanmar, and China, there were various offers, but he decided
to go to Kazakhstan, because he had intuition "Judo team of Kazakhstan will become
stronger!" He coaches 81kg and 90kg classes of the national team.

Mr. Chihara himself entered the coach box of the Kazakhstan team at the World Judo
Championships held in 2019 at Nippon Budokan, where he had never played as a player. He
said, "1 am grateful to the players and managers who sent me to the box, and | was very

happy.”

Kazakhstan has not had an Olympic gold medalist in judo yet.
They are struggling for the long-sought gold medal!
Let's support them together!



